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organs of government rather than to attempt generalisations.
Nevertheless, the relation between the theory of government and
constitutional law is a elose one.
Lawyers,            Lawyers who attempt the task of depicting the law of the con-
stitution are handicapped by the unreality of many of the legal terms
which they must of necessity employ. For example, it is a correct
statement of law to say that the Queen is the fountain of justice, or
that the Queen can do no wrong. Yet everybody knows that the
Queen does not sit as judge in her own courts, and that illegal acts
are sometimes done in the name of the Queen by her servants. The
training of the lawyer accustoms him to respect rules of law,
irrespective of their political background* I le may be impatient with
the actions of politicians, but he cannot disregard the activities of the
legislature; its processes are of concern to him as afford ing the means
of amending the law- Without his assistance policy could not
be transformed into terms of law. Traditionally he is suspicious of
executive government with its wide discretionary powers and he
watches jealously each attempt to oust the jurisdiction of the courts.
The study of constitutional law is vital to an understanding of these
matters and it is as well to approach the subject without stressing
too much the origins portrayed by the historian or the speculative
thinking of the political scientist. So the lawyer may claim to be a
guide to the student, provided that he avoids a too legalistic approach
to those matters which lie in the field of political conventions*